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Abstract: 

The paper aims to find different ways of how to consider a potential benefit of transport to the 
development of rural areas or tourist destinations. The role of transport is quite often 
underestimated when creating a development strategy in the target area. Numerous papers and 
discussions show that transport play certain economic and also social role in human existence. 
Benefits could be found from the point of view of both transport infrastructure and services of 
public transport. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The rural sector plays an important role in both developed and developing countries. The 

approach to the perception of this role is obvious from multiple statements of EU-

representants (FISHER BOEL, M., 2007, FISCHLER, F., 1998). 

Rural areas are seen as  

- territory producing food and valuable raw materials 

- place for rest and recreation 

- territory of natural environment and rich variety of eco-systems, landscape producing 

oxygen (ecological counterpart for increased pollution in urban areas) 

- territory perpetuating cultural heritage 

Rural areas have, however, to be seen above all as territory where people are living. They are 

the same people as in cities, urban areas, with similar needs and more and more with similar 

habits and ways of living.  

 

FACTORS AND PRINCIPLES OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

The EU rural development policy is based on four principles (CASTRO, P. de, 2003): 

- the multifunctional role of agriculture, 

- an integrated multi - sectoral approach to the rural economy aimed at diversifying 

activities, creating new sources of income and employment and preserving rural 

heritage, 

- flexibility of support to rural development, based on subsidiarity and the promotion of 

decentralization, regional and local co-operation and partnerships, 

- transparency in the development and management of program’s, based on simplified 

and more easily accessible legislation. 
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The EU rural development policy for 2007-2013 focuses on three key areas: the agro -food 

economy, the environment and the broader rural economy and population (COUNCIL 

DECISION 2006/144/EC). 

 

The main factor of a successful rural development is to maintain inhabitants in rural area and 

decrease moving people from villages and countries to the towns and cities. This means to 

provide rural inhabitants by means covering their needs – employment and basic services. In 

last decades, the countryside faced to a dramatic reduction in farm employment. Hand-in-

hand with changes in industry related to the market concentration and globalization, the lack 

of the demand for labor from the part of employer has escalated a critical situation. A large 

part of countryside is now characterized by strong out-migration, inhabitants’ ageing and a 

slow decline. 

 

According to HEILIG, G.K (2002) the rural development has 5 basic dimensions further 

including partial factors (Figure 1.): 

- Human dimension 

- Economic dimension 

- Science and technology 

- Resources and environment 

- Political dimension 
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Figure 1.          Basic dimension’s of the rural development  

 

Source: HEILIG, G.K (2002) 

 

PROBLEMS OF TRANSPORT 

Most of cited dimensions and many partial factors are related to the problems of transport. 

Transport is very often a difficulty to solve when living in countryside or when planning to 

discover some tourism attractions there. Second part of 20th century lived a reduction of 

public transport in many rural areas in developed countries. For example, we can take a case 

of Czech Republic. The total distance of unused railways in the Czech Republic represented 

in summer 2006 more than 1 000  km. (KALA, L. 2006), about 80 percent of which 

represents railways interconnected villages with more important towns. Other 86 km. of 
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railways was abandoned in December 2006.  In other cases not only train but also bus 

relations are reduced. 

MADU, I.A. (2007) noticed that “the spatial variation in availability and access to rural 

infrastructure results in spatial disparities in living standards both within and between regions 

and localities”. Rural areas usually offer only a limited number of jobs. Due to this fact, 

people living in rural areas quite often have to find job somewhere else and consequently they 

have to solve the problem of day-to-day traveling to the place of their job. They have to spend 

time and money for traveling, and therefore their leisure time and purchasing power decrease.  

 

 

Transport and tourism 

Quite often in the past but also sometimes at present, tourism or leisure time is considered as 

having low importance for transport, as neglect able part of human mobility. Accordingly to 

this fact, a low attention was paid and small amount of resources was destined to the 

development of transport infrastructure of tourist destinations. Leisure or tourist travel has, 

however increased markedly in last decades. As an example we can cite the case of Germany 

described by SCHIEFELBUSCH, M. et al. (2007): “About 48 % of passenger transport 

performance in Germany is caused by leisure activities.” According to PAGE, S.J. (2005), 

transport provides an essential link between tourism origin and destination areas, and 

facilitates this way movement of people spending their holiday, business travelers, peoples 

visiting their families and friends and also those undertaking educational ad health tourism. 

DICKINSON J.E., ROBBINS, D. (2008) remark that transport to and within destinations 

appears marginalized in the tourism literature and there are inherent conflicts involved for 

tourism. They point out that it is very important to understand, the local tourism transport 

problem is the result of the combined effect of different groups’ competing needs for travel:  
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- tourists’ journey from home to destination on day of arrival and departure;  

- day-visitors’ journey from home to destination;  

- journeys in the destination area undertaken by tourists and residents for leisure 

purposes;  

- utility journeys undertaken in the destination by visitors and residents such as food 

shopping.  

 

Transport and sustainability 

The topic of transport and environment or sustainable development is subject to many 

discussions and also scientific work. The increase of individual transport has escalated 

quantity of pollutants and also intensified damaging of countryside that suffers, of course by 

every human activity. Public transport could bring to use right roads right way and also 

generally to the less of exhalations and less of air pollution. It is a known fact that buses ad 

trains produce significantly less of emissions per passenger journey than cars. In addition, 

public transport use only determinate routes while individual transport quite often use 

undesirable ways and roads, what results in damages for natures and environment. According 

to BANISTER, D. and BUTTON, K.J. (1993) there is a large underinvestment in public 

transport but we have to go in discussions beyond this fact and everyday observation. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Transport plays an important role in development of rural areas as a whole. It concerns both 

social end economic roles. Public transport represents an opportunity to improve the 

environment or at least to bring for sustainable environment. Transport infrastructure is a 

significant factor of rural development in different ways – there is a question of supply 

inhabitants, providing health care, possibility of travelling for job etc. And if there are some 
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tourist attractions, transport infrastructure is vital for attracting visitors to the region and 

particular destinations.  

The topic of transport as factor of rural development and development of tourist destination is 

often underestimated and offer many opportunities for research. 
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